Preparation for Macbeth paper:

If you haven’t done so already, find at least five (5) examples of one of the motifs (night/darkness; manhood/masculinity; animals/birds/etc.; sleep; duplicity, equivocation; clothing; water/washing; blood; children)

Copy the quote

List the Act, scene, line number (I.ii.123-124).

Explain the significance or importance that motif may have at that point in the play. Don’t just summarize or paraphrase plot; provide analysis.

Example (garden):

“I have begun to plant thee, and will labour 

To make thee full of growing.” (I.iv.308-309)
King Duncan says this to Banquo early in the play. He also says something similar to Macbeth. Banquo is satisfied with the idea that Duncan is his King and will sufficiently reward him for his bravery in battle. The metaphor of planting and growing means that Duncan will see that Banquo continues to rise in position. Because Banquo is not overly ambitious, he is satisfied. This is a contrast (or foil) to Macbeth, who Duncan also promises to reward. Macbeth’s blind ambition will not allow him to wait.
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This is one way to search for motifs in the text of Macbeth. 

http://www.opensourceshakespeare.org/search/search-advanced.php
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Characte Text

1 Macbeth  Duncan 18 what BIGaY man s that? He can report,
m2 As seemeth by his plight, of the revolt
The newest state.

2 Macbeth  Sergeant 26 Doubtful it stood;

2] As two spent swimmers, that do cling together
And choke their art. The merciless Macdonwald—
Worthy to be a rebel, for to that
The multiplying villanies of nature
Do swarm upon him—from the western isles
Of kerns and gallowglasses is supplied;
And fortune, on his damned quarrel smiling,
Showd like a rebel’s whore: but all's too weak
For brave Macbeth—well he deserves that name—
Disdaining fortune, with his brandish'd steel,
Which smoked with Bloddy execution,
Like valour's minion carved out his passage
Till he faced the slave;
Which ne’er shook hands, nor bade farewell to him,
ill he unseam'd him from the nave to the chaps,
and fix'd his head upon our battlements.

3 Macbeth  Lady Macbeth 385 Give him tending;
o, s] He brings great news.
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You can also find words and images by opening online version of Macbeth (better line numbers) and use Ctrl F (Find) to locate words.

http://www.nexuslearning.net/books/elements_of_lit_course6/Renaissance/collection%204/Macbeth1%20p1.htm
(I believe if you use this option, you’ll have to open the different acts for each search).

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
It’s important that as you start working on your paper, you remember to connect the motifs to one theme. Write an introduction and be sure that the last sentence of the introduction is your thesis. 
Each body paragraph must begin with a topic sentence (a mini thesis), NOT a quotation.

When you use your quotes for evidence, you must blend them into complete, grammatically correct sentences. See how to quote poetry correctly!

All paragraphs should end with your own idea, not a quotation.

Some reminders about incorporating quotations:
Provide some context and blend the quote into a complete sentence. Place the final punctuation after the citation.

Example:

,
 

After Banquo performs bravely in battle, Duncan says, “I have begun to plant thee [Banquo], and will labour / To make thee full of growing” (1.4.308-309).
Note that I put the name Banquo in brackets – information I added to provide clarification – not part of the original quote; the forward slash is to mark the line break in the play because it’s poetry; I eliminated the period after growing because I am using a period after the entire sentence.

Using a small portion of a quote.
Duncan promises “to plant” Banquo, meaning that Banquo will continue to rise in power (1.4.308).

If you quote four or more lines, you must set the quotation off.

Lady Macbeth uses natural images to describe unnatural actions that Macbeth must take:



To beguile the time, 

Look like the time; bear welcome in your eye, 

Your hand, your tongue: look like the innocent flower, 

But be the serpent under't.  (1.5.418-421)

On Wednesday, please bring your five quotes and analysis to class. Thanks!

