
Suggested Memoirs for 1st Quarter (Honors) / 1st Semester (Non-Honors) 

Please look at reviews and perhaps skim pages at the library or your local bookstore first.  Many of 
these books, as stories of real people living real lives, may contain graphic language and situations.  
You are welcome to find another memoir, but must clear it with me first.  Please email me the title 
(following email protocol) just so that I can look up the memoir.  Thanks! 

Persepolis: The Story of a Childhood by Marjane Satrapi (graphic novel) 

Don’t Let’s Go to the Dogs Tonight: An African Childhood by Alexandra Fuller 

The Autobiography of Malcolm X by Malcolm X 

A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier by Ishmael Beah 

The Glass Castle: A Memoir by Jeannette Walls 



 I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood up for Education and Was Shot by the Taliban by Malala 
Yousafzai with Christina Lamb 

 

To See and See Again: A Life in Iran and America by Tara Bahrampour 

The Basketball Diaries by Jim Carroll 

A Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius:  A Memoir Based on a True 
Story by David Eggers 



Borrowed Finery: A Memoir by Paula Fox 

Rivethead: Tales from the Assembly Line by Ben Hamper 

The Liars’ Club: A Memoir by Mary Karr 

This Boy’s Life: A Memoir by Tobias Wolff 

Girl, Interrupted by Susanna Kaysen 



The Color of Water by James McBride 

Angela’s Ashes: A Memoir by Frank McCourt 

Cool for You by Eileen Myles 

When I Was Puerto Rican: A Memoir by Esmeralda Santiago 



Wild: From Lost to Found on the Pacific Crest Trail by Cheryl Strayed 

Mass Casualties: A Young Mdic’s True Story of Death, Deception, and Dishonor in Iraq by 
Michael Anthony 

Lone Survivor by Marcus Luttrell and Patrick Robinson 

 

 


